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About our Lead Pastors, Paul & Marinette van Coller: 
 
Paul and Marinette have been married for 20 years, they have two awesome 
sons and both Paul and Marinette have been in fulltime ministry for over 20 
years. After matriculating Marinette completed Marketing & Paul obtained a 
master’s degree in Theology in 2012. 
 
Before they re-planted Hope Church George in 2012 they were missionaries for 
10 years with The Zambia Project which they pioneered and continue to lead.  
 
Paul & Marinette also pioneered ARC Southern Africa in 2017. It is a Church 
planting movement that they lead in Southern Africa and is part of ARC Global.  
 
Paul is a phenomenal communicator of God’s Word! He is a great storyteller and 
brilliant at inspiring people to have more faith and risk more for God. His passion 
is planting Churches in all corners of the world. 
 
Marinette’s passion is growing the local Church. She is all about seeing people 
find Jesus, living their lives to the full and being the leaders God’s called them to 
be. Her motto is “One life, one chance”! 
 
In 2012 Marinette and Paul moved to George, South Africa to replant Hope 
Church George. The night before their first service as Hope Church George, God 
spoke to Marinette and He said, “Prepare the nets for a great catch!” On their 
first day there were only 50 people, but they trusted God and they prepared the 
nets. They made the decision to make Small Groups the nets of Hope Church 
George and we have seen phenomenal growth! In Matthew 16:18 Jesus says, “I 
will build My Church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” God will 
grow our Church as long as we have prepared our nets! 

When Paul and Marinette were praying and preparing to start Hope Church 
George, they felt God say to them that He wanted them to plant a life-giving 
Church that: 
! Reached people that were far from God in the Southern Cape. 
! Give people purpose. Helping people discover their purpose and make a 

difference.  



 3 

! Is a financially strong Church, that can help support the work in Zambia 
(www.thezambiaproject.org) and also be a blessing to Churches around 
South Africa.  

! Are an inspiration to other new Church plants and existing Churches. We do 
this through ARC, the Association of Related Churches. You can find out more 
about this Church Planting movement at www.arcChurches.co.za 

 

Matthew 28:19-20 says,  Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” This is not an option 
to consider for a few believers but a command to obey for all believers! The 
great news about this is, if you are part of Hope Church George then you are 
part of the great commission! Because we pray for Zambia, we sow our finances 
into The Zambia Project, and you can even go up to Zambia and serve there 
yourself!  

We want our Church to grow and we strive to be a Biblical Church, therefore we 
love to look to the Word of God and see how the early Church grew. The growth 
of the early Church is recorded in the book of Acts. 

In Acts 1:15 there were 120 believers in the upper room, before Pentecost. 
Pentecost was the day the Church officially began.  

“During this time, when about 120 believers were together in one place, Peter 
stood up and addressed them.” 

Acts 1:15 

Then in Acts 2:41, on the day of Pentecost, there were already 3 000 people! 
And then in Acts 2:47, it says that God added to their numbers daily. 

“Those who accepted His message were baptized, and about three thousand 
were added to their number that day.” 

Acts 2:41 
“Praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to 

their number daily those who were being saved.” 
Acts 2:47 

They had a gathering and in Acts 4:4 and the number of believers that were 
men grew to 5000, meaning including children and wives they should have been 
around 15 000 that time.  

“But many who heard the message believed; so the number of men who 
believed grew to about five thousand.” 

Acts 4:4 

When the Church was 20 years old, they got persecuted for filling Jerusalem 
with the Good News. At that time there were about 200 000-250 000 people in 
Jerusalem and there were about 100 000 believers! Yet despite the persecution, 
the number of disciples kept growing rapidly.  

“We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have 
filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this 

man’s blood.” 
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Acts 5:28 
 

“So, the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased 
rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.” 

Acts 6:7 

Soon after this, tens of thousands of people had become believers! The original 
Greek word used when Luke wrote the book of Acts is “murias" (moo-ree-
as). This is where we get the word “myriad” from which means tens of 
thousands, a number so large, we cannot count. 

WOW! Imagine half of the people living in your city or town coming to your 
Church! It is definitely possible! Our desire is for our Churches to experience this 
same growth - and we know it is possible. For us, Church growth is not an 
option to consider but a command to obey!  
 
WE NEED TO HAVE A SENSE OF URGENCY. THE GOSPEL IS URGENT. God is 
looking for people who have hearts for the lost!  Why? Because heaven and hell 
are real places! Heaven and hell are not metaphors! We are here to save the 
lost! It is the reason why we do what we do! Our Churches must grow! The 
Church is probably the only organization that does not exists for those who are 
part of it, but for those who are not yet part of it. We want everyone to go to 
heaven and we want nobody to go to hell. Jesus wants all people to go to 
heaven and He does not want anyone to go to hell. That is why He died! 
 
The story of the Church’s growth in the book of Acts reveals to us that God’s 
intention was never that the Church should be small and insignificant. The plan 
has always been that the Church should grow, spread, and change society 

“When they heard about it, they praised God and told him, “You see, brother, 
how many tens of thousands of believers there are among the Jews, and all of 

them are zealous for the Law.” 
Acts 21:20 (NET) 

 
As a Christian it is important to be part of a Church. The word Church in the 
Bible in the original translation is the word “ecclesia”. This word is best 
translated into the word “gathering” or “assembly”. In Athenian/Greek culture it 
was specifically used to describe the gathering of the citizens of a city for a 
specific purpose. This is important for us to understand. The word “ecclesia” 
doesn’t describe the citizens BUT the gathering of the citizens. For us, it is the 
gathering of the citizens of heaven. When those that have accepted Jesus Christ 
and are born again gather, that is the Church. Therefore, to be part of the 
Church you have to gather with the Church, the people. 
 
The New Testament goes into great detail about the purpose, structure and 
functioning of this gathering. A Biblical Church is a lot more than just two or 
three gathering. Some of the requirements to be a Biblical Church, based on the 
New Testament is: 
 
! The citizens that gather are redeemed, they are citizens of heaven and they 

are a functioning family, body and army. 



 5 

! Having Biblical leadership, which means having leaders that are setting the 
standards and ensuring that Biblical vision and direction is being fulfilled. 
! Gathering tithes – We will speak more about this in Step 3 
! Communion – We try to do it as often as possible, reminding ourselves of why 

Jesus died for us and of God’s love for us.  
! Having a Church where there is service, or more importantly gift oriented 

service. Serving God in His house with the gifts He has given you.  
! Preaching, proclaiming what is right and what is wrong and what God actually 

want us to do.  
! The gathering taking place in both large groups and in small groups. Homes for 

fellowship and large groups for preaching and teaching. 
 
We are a family, and we have no doubt that YOU BELONG HERE! Together we 
get to make a significant difference. Hope Church is not built on the gifts of one 
or two people, but on the sacrifices of many! Because Jesus came to seek and 
save the lost, we feel compelled to do the same! We do whatever it takes to get 
the invitation out, because we want everyone to know Jesus and to belong to a 
vibrant Church family.  
 
Through the various ministries of Hope Church, we desire for people to not only 
meet Christ, but to serve Him daily and become more like Him. We believe that 
as our Church continues to grow spiritually and in numbers, we’ll make a bigger 
impact for His glory. 
 
At Hope Church it is not about “us”. It is all about God and other people. Hope 
Church George has started Hope Church in Wilderness Heights and we also have 
a sister Church in Western Zambia, called Hope Church Mongu. It is a privilege 
to serve and resource both these Churches. 
 
Our deepest desire is to make Jesus known. It is all about Him. We believe He is 
building a home, Hope Church, and He is using us all! It is so exciting to be a 
part of it! 
 
 
JOHN 11:38-44 
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a 
stone laid across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” He said. 
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad 
odour, for he has been there four days.” 
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory 
of God?” 
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I 
thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I 
said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that 
you sent me.” 
43 When He had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” 44 The dead man came out, His hands and feet wrapped with strips 
of linen, and a cloth around His face. 
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
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Lazarus represents people who are dead in their sin, who are lost and have not 
yet received Jesus as their Lord and Saviour.  
 
The stone represents anything that is an obstacle for people to come and receive 
Jesus.  
 
As a Church we say that we remove stones. We try and avoid doing things that 
could stand in the way of people receiving Jesus as their Lord and Saviour.  

 
We also help to remove grave clothes. What are grave clothes? Grave clothes 
are sin, unforgiveness, insecurities, bad attitudes and anything else holding us 
back from living a full life in God. 
 
Jesus asked His disciples to take off the grave clothes and we cannot take it off 
ourselves. We were created for community; we need fellow Christians to help us 
take off our grave clothes. We need to do life together! During our life we are 
able to take grave clothes off, but pick some up as well. That is why we need to 
stay in community and not withdraw when we feel all of our grave clothes has 
been removed.  
 
We will always have grave clothes on us and we will always need others to help 
us take it off. We are not supposed to do life alone and that is why we have 
Small Groups and also why Small Groups are so important to us. We love saying 
that healing comes from our community! 
 

 
 
Our VISION is to build a dynamic Church of tens of thousands of people. A 
Church that starts other life-giving Churches & brings HOPE to a lost & broken 
world. 
 

 
 
Our MISSION is to reach people that are far from God and help them become 
fully devoted followers of Jesus. 
 
How does a fully devoted follower of Jesus look? Someone who: 

• Knows their identity is found in God 
• Has a relationship with God 
• Has found freedom in God 
• Has discovered their purpose in God 
• Is making a difference. 
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We exist, “So others may live”. 
 
Someone once said that culture eats vision for breakfast. Therefore, we as a 
Church ensure that our culture empowers our vision. We teach, clarify, inspect 
and cultivate our culture and our culture comes down to our values.  
 

 
 
Every Person is valuable 
Every person is valuable to God and therefore valuable to us. 
 
Team 
“We” is better than “me”. 
 
Servant Leadership 
We help others achieve their destiny in God. 
 
Generosity 
We are blessed to bless. 
 
Authenticity 
Reflecting Christ in everyday life. 
 
Family 
Everyone person needs a sense of belonging at home and at Church. 
 
Honour 
We believe in the next generation and value the wisdom and guidance of those 
who have gone before us. 
 
Excellence 
Excellence honours God and inspires people. 
 
Relevance 
Being culturally relevant while remaining doctrinally pure. 
 
Fun 
Fun opens the heart and refreshes the soul. 
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The Bible 
We believe the entire Bible is inspired by God, without error and the authority on which 
we base our faith, conduct and doctrine. 
 
The Trinity 
We believe in one God who exists in three distinct persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
We believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who came to this earth as Saviour of the 
world. The Holy Spirit leads and guides us into all truth and empowers us for effective 
ministry. 
 
Salvation 
We believe Jesus died on the cross and shed His blood for our sins. We believe that 
salvation is found by placing our faith in what Jesus did for us on the cross. We believe 
Jesus rose from the dead and is coming again. 
 
Water Baptism 
We believe water baptism is a symbol of the cleansing power of the blood of Christ and 
a testimony to our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Communion 
We believe in the regular taking of Communion as an act of remembering what the Lord 
Jesus did for us on the cross. 
 
Growing Relationship 
We believe every believer should be in a growing relationship with Jesus by obeying 
God’s Word, yielding to the Holy Spirit and by being conformed to the image of Christ. 
 
To read of our full Statement of Beliefs please visit our website: 
https://hopechurch.org.za/statementofbeliefs/ 
 
We have a saying here are Hope Church and that is that you can belong before 
you believe and before you behave. So that means that even if you do not 
believe what we believe, or agree with everything we say, YOU ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME! 
 
 
 
 


