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An easy way to explain it is, to stand in McDonalds does not make you a burger, 
to stand in a library does not make you a book, to stand in the garage does not 
make you a car and to be in church does not make you a Christian.  

So, what makes you a Christian? An intimate, growing relationship with Jesus 
Christ. God is real and he loves you, all he wants is to have a relationship with 
you! However, sin breaks our close relationship with God. It causes us to fear 
God and try to live our lives outside of His will. 

 

 
 “It’s your sins that have cut you off from God. Because of your sins, he has 

turned away and will not listen anymore.” 
Isaiah 59:2 

 

The bible has two major concepts to describe sin: 

1. Transgression – to step outside of the boundaries laid out for your life.  
 
This concept can be compared to a rugby field with lines defining the 
boundaries within which the game is played. When a player crosses over 
those boundary lines, they have committed a “transgression” and have 
gone out of bounds. Limits are set that define the playing area, and 
players are to stay within the limits of that area. 
 
When we sin, we step outside of the boundaries of the playing field. In 
order for us to transgress, we must have a boundary or limit to cross 
over. Sin is to transgress the boundaries God has laid out for us. God has 
boundaries - a certain way to live, certain principles to live by, he defines 
what is right and wrong and we consistently step outside of those 
boundaries and every time we do, we sin.  
 

2. To miss the mark.  
 
To use another sports analogy, when you are target shooting and you 
miss the bullseye, then you have missed the mark and the same goes for 
us. God has a specific plan and purpose for our lives and when we step 
outside of this perfect plan, then we miss the mark, we sin.  
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If we miss the mark, we must have a mark, target or standard to miss. 
We have goal we are to aim for, and this goal is the plans that God has for 
our lives. When we sin, we miss the mark, and the perfect plan God has 
for our lives.  

 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
Romans 3:23 

 

We might think that our good deeds can outweigh the bad. Well if you make an 
omelette with eggs and you crack the first egg and it is fine, then you crack the 
second one which is also fine but when you get to the third and last egg, as soon 
as you crack it you realise it is a rotten egg, now you won’t leave the egg and 
make the omelette like that, the bad egg will outweigh the good eggs and the 
same goes for our lives. Sin permeates every single area of our lives, it affects 
everything. It is like the smell of fish, once the smell is there everything starts to 
reek.  

The good does not outweigh the bad BUT the Good News is that Jesus Christ 
came down to earth and died for us on the cross to save us from sin and to wash 
us clean. So, what do we have to do to receive His salvation? REPENT!  

 

“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God.” 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

 

God knew we could not do it on our own, so he sent his one and only son to die 
for us and give us eternal life. Jesus Christ never sinned, and God knew we 
needed a perfect saviour to come to our rescue.  

Because of this incredible thing Jesus did for us, we become the righteousness of 
God. When God looks at us, he sees us a righteous, redeemed, clean, forgiven, 
when He looks at us, he sees Jesus Christ! There is absolutely no condemnation 
for us who are in Christ Jesus.  

Jesus did not come to condemn or judge the world but to save us and to rescue 
us.  

 

“All of us have become like one who is unclean, 
    and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; 

we all shrivel up like a leaf, 
    and like the wind our sins sweep us away.” 

Isaiah 64:6 
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This verse shows us that we cannot save ourselves, our good works will get us 
nowhere. Our good deeds are like filthy rags to God and Jesus who was sinless 
came and washed our sins away.  

Another way to explain sin, is to say that the wages of sin is debt. Our sin has 
put us in debt with God but when we accept Jesus Christ into our hearts, he 
wipes away all our debt. We go from being in debt to being debt free. However, 
we do not just become debt free we become rich in His goodness and His good 
deeds. That is why we can approach his throne with confidence because we are 
no linger in debt but rich in Christ.  

 

 

When the early church heard this good news, they asked how they are able to 
receive this blessing from God and the answer they got is recorded below. 

 
“When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and 
the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be 
baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
Acts 2:37-38 

 

The word repent comes from the Roman army. When soldiers were marching 
one way the leader would shout “about turn” and immediately the soldiers would 
make a 180� turn, marching in the opposite direction. The same happens when 
we repent of our sins, we make a 180� turn towards God. We have a change of 
mind which leads to a change in our actions. We no longer live up to our 
standards, but we live up to God’s standards.  

 

“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out” 
Acts 3:19 

 

It is important to remember that we have an enemy of our souls, we cannot 
become ignorant when we repent. The enemy is the father of lies and the lie he 
loves to use most often is to tell us that we are not really Christians, we are not 
really saved. The enemy will come to condemn you, but you need to know the 
Word of God to be able to counter his lies with the truth!  

You do not have to worry about what the enemy says, the Holy Spirit gives us 
assurance of our salvation and because of this, when the enemy comes to 
attack, we can say, “Not today Satan! I am a child of God!” 
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A question that is often asked is, can you lose you salvation?  

Yes! Absolutely yes!  

Is it easy to lose your salvation?  

Definitely not! 

We are kept safe in God’s hands and His hands are very big and he holds us firm 
in His hands, we cannot just jump out when we feel like it. However, if we 
decide to turn our backs on God and live a life of sin, a life of dishonouring God, 
then somewhere along the line we can lose our salvation. Things like smoking, 
will not let you lose your salvation, but it can keep you back in your walk with 
God.  

 

“Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling.” 
Philippians 2:12 

 

Living a life with Christ is a continuous process. We cannot become comfortable 
in the process. We need to keep on changing and becoming more like Jesus.  

God does not want us to take our salvation lightly. When we allow God to work 
within us, He takes out our heart of stone and gives us a heart of flesh. A heart 
that will be soft towards the world. We can see that God is working in us when 
we start and continue to become more like him.  

 

“I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.” 
Ezekiel 36:26 

 

Two things happen when we give our lives to Christ: 

1. We are adopted as His Children and become part of his family. 
 

“But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to 
the law. God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that 

he could adopt us as his very own children. And because we are his children, 
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, prompting us to call out, 

“Abba, Father.”  Now you are no longer a slave but God’s own child. And since 
you are his child, God has made you his heir.” 

Galatians 4:4-7 
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2. We are taken from the Kingdom of darkness to the Kingdom of 
Light.  

 

“For he has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the 
Kingdom of his dear Son, who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins.” 

Colossians 1:13-14 

“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who 
do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.” 

Romans 8:1 

When we are born again, we do not need to be delivered—we have been 
delivered. God has delivered us from the power of darkness and transferred us 
into the Kingdom of His Son, where we live under His rule, where He wants us to 
succeed. Our responsibility is to renew our mind in the Word of God, to give no 
place to the devil by separating ourselves from sin and temptation, and to resist 
the devil in the authority of the Name of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit will give us 
the power and help we need to overcome any sin, addiction, or depression. 

	
“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 

John 8:36 

 

 

A. Water baptism is an important step in your Christian 

walk. 

IT IS A PRIORITY FOR ALL WITHOUT EXCLUSION. 

Water baptism is not a rather off-beat option for Christians who attend certain 

types of churches like a Baptist or a Pentecostal church, but is an important 

part of every Christian’s destiny in God. Before His ascension to heaven, Jesus 

gave His disciples special instructions to disciple the nations of the world. 

Baptism is a vital part of the process of making people disciples of Christ.  

”Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” -Matthew 28:19 NL 

IT SHOULD TAKE PLACE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

The New Testament record of water baptism indicates that new Christians were 

baptised as soon as possible after their salvation. E.g. the Ethiopian Eunuch 
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was baptised in the first stretch of water he came to after he had given his life 

to Christ. (Acts 8: 35-39) People did not wait until they were ready i.e. had 

achieved a certain level of holiness or perfection. Another example of 

immediate baptism was the Philippian jailor and his family. The family was 

baptised at night straight after they had given their lives to Christ and fixed 

Paul’s wounds. (Acts 16: 31-33) 

B. Water baptism is not infant baptism or 
‘sprinkling’. 

IT IS NOT THE SAME AS THE CHURCH TRADITION OF “CHRISTENING” 

INFANTS.  

Before discussing the important aspects of water baptism, let us clear up 

certain misunderstandings and confusion. Some people mistakenly believe that 

they have fulfilled Christ’s requirement to be baptised if they were “christened” 

or “sprinkled” as an infant. They rely on the fact that they were “christened” 

and then “confirmed” at a later stage as proof of their acceptance by God as 

His children. The truth is that no scriptural support can be found for either of 

these institutions. 

Baptism follows a ‘mature’ decision to accept Christ into your life. Before you 

are baptised you must have repented of your sin and made a conscious 

decision to accept Jesus as your Saviour. You should have invited Him to 

become your Lord and you no longer live a lifestyle of deliberate sin. A baby or 

young child cannot make this decision. Having said this, there is no age 

restriction when it comes to water baptism. The child’s parents should pray 

before making a decision to allow their child to be baptised and must be 

satisfied that their child is old enough to fully understand both salvation and 

water baptism. 

C. Water baptism is full immersion in water. 

THE GREEK WORD USED IN SCRIPTURE DESCRIBES FULL IMMERSION. 

The word ‘baptise’ comes from the Greek word “baptizo” which means to dip 

under, dip in, sink, immerse, plunge, cover in liquid. To be baptised means to 

be fully immersed in water. 
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THE EXPERIENCES OF BIBLE CHARACTERS CONFIRM FULL IMMERSION 

BAPTISM. 

The description of both Jesus’ and the Ethiopian Eunuch’s baptism refers to 

them going down into the water and then coming up out of the water.  

(Matthew 3: 16; Acts 8: 38-39) Water was not sprinkled on them. 

OUR PRACTICE. 

When you are baptised in our church, we dip you into the water and bring you 

straight back up again. This is called full immersion baptism. Today, people get 

baptised in rivers, in the sea, in swimming pools and in baptismal fonts in 

church buildings; any place where there is enough water to fully immerse the 

person who is being baptised. 

 

D. Who should get baptised? 

ALL TRUE BELIEVERS. 

Baptism is available to any believer who has received eternal life through 

repentance of sin and a saving faith in Jesus Christ. (Acts 2: 38) 

THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN THEIR HEART AND CONFESS PUBLICLY. 

In Romans 10:9-10 we read that exercising the faith that leads to 
salvation has a two-fold requirement: a heart belief that Jesus is your 

Saviour and Lord and a public confession of faith in Christ. For this 
reason we ask all people who are going to be baptised to first make a 
public confession of their faith in Christ. This may be recorded on a 

video which is shown to the congregation before the actual baptism or 
take the form of a live testimony before the church congregation. 

THOSE WHO BELIEVE THE GOSPEL MESSAGE. 

Philip, the evangelist, baptised people who believed the Good News 
about the Kingdom. (Acts 8:12) Also, many Corinthians heard the 

gospel message from Paul and were baptised. (Acts 18: 7-8) 
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E. The meaning of baptism. (It is symbolic of many 
things) 

IT DOES NOT PROVIDE SALVATION. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 makes it clear that a man is saved by grace through 
faith, without works (including baptism). I.e. there are no actions, 

rituals or good things that will please God and earn salvation. So, if you 
do not believe that Jesus died for your sins and truly repent of them, 

the only thing that will happen to you is that you will get wet! 

IT IS A SYMBOL OF FORGIVENESS OF SIN. 

John the Baptist gave the believers baptism its basic meaning when he 
baptised people in the Jordan River. In Luke 3:3 we read that John 

instructed the people who followed him to be baptised in order to show 
that they had repented and turned to God to receive forgiveness of sins. 

IT IS A SYMBOL OF NEW PURPOSE. 

Baptism symbolises the truth that you are crossing over from a life of 
wandering aimlessly and serving self into a life of great purpose, serving 
God. Jesus travelled from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptised by 

John because the Jordan River was a national symbol of one of the most 
significant moments in Jewish history: the moment that the Israelites 

crossed over from the wilderness, and all it represented, into the 
Promised Land. (Matthew 3:13)  

NB. We receive a brand new purpose for our lives when we enter God’s 
kingdom. 

IT SYMBOLISES EVERY CHRISTIAN’S SPIRITUAL UNION WITH CHRIST 

IN HIS DEATH, BURIAL AND RESURRECTION TO NEW LIFE. 

Christ’s death, burial and resurrection speak of the most amazing 
achievements in the history of the universe. If we can grasp and 

understand that God has destined us, His children, to share in these 
achievements, our lives will never be the same again. This is discussed 

in Romans 6:3-8: 
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• We identify with Christ’s death when we go under the water. Not only 
are our sins forgiven but our past is no longer held against us. Our sins 
have been nailed to the cross and are now forgotten by God. The old life 

dies or is extinguished. 

• WE IDENTIFY WITH CHRIST’S BURIAL. 

The water is symbolic of the grave and for that reason must cover us 
completely during the baptism. Just as Christ’s physical body was 
buried, so our sinful nature or habitual way of sinning was buried 

forever when we gave our lives to Christ. Sin loses its power inside of us 
and we are no longer a slave to it, as described in Romans 7:14-20. 

When someone is held under water for a very brief moment this action 
symbolises the truth that everything relating to the old sinful life is gone 

forever – by faith. 

• WE IDENTIFY WITH CHRIST’S RESURRECTION. 

In His grace and mercy, God allows us to identify with Jesus’ 
resurrection from the dead and ascension to heaven. We are “raised up” 

into a new spiritual relationship with God - with a new nature and life 
focus. We have immediate access to God and are able to exercise God’s 
power and authority in our ministry. This is symbolised by the “coming 
up and out” of the baptismal waters. Because we have been raised to 
new life, we should direct our focus upwards to the throne of God and 

think about things that relate to the heavenly Kingdom such as 
overcoming the attack of the evil one, extending the Kingdom of God 

and building the church in every community - from a position of 
authority and spiritual strength.  

-Colossians 3:1-2 

BAPTISM IS A PUBLIC DECLARATION.  

Baptism is a triumphant, public declaration that we are disciples of 
Jesus Christ and live our lives according to His instructions. It declares 
to the community not only that we have received eternal life, but that 

we have submitted ourselves to the “Lordship” of Christ and are 
committed to His service, notwithstanding trials and difficulties. 
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F. Why should we be baptised? 

IT IS A COMMAND IN THE BIBLE. 

In the “Great Commission” Jesus instructed, not suggested, that 
believers be baptised. Why is it vitally important to be obedient? If 

anyone is going successfully grow as an obedient follower of Jesus, he 
must surely be willing to submit to the very first act of obedience that is 
required of a follower of Jesus? I.e. if a person is disobedient in the first 
point of the new Christian Life, he is more likely to refuse to obey other 

Biblical instructions that come his way in his Christian life. 

JESUS HIMSELF WAS BAPTISED. 

Jesus, himself, provided the perfect example of the importance of being 
baptised. His baptism is mentioned in three of the four Gospels. 

(Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22) John the Baptist was 
embarrassed at being asked by Jesus to baptise Him but Jesus insisted 
on going through with it, despite John’s embarrassment. NB. Jesus was 
not baptised because He had repented of sin but as a demonstration of 
God’s approval of John’s method of baptism. It was an act to fulfill all 

righteousness in the sight of God. So, by being baptised, Jesus 
identified Himself with all believers, who have no righteousness of their 

own, but have now received His righteousness.  -2 Corinthians 5:21 

New Testament believers everywhere obeyed this command and 
practiced the  

ordinance of adult baptism. 

Read Acts 2:35; Acts 8:38-39; Acts 9:18 and Acts 10:47-48. The 
apostle Paul gave his life to Christ whilst on the Damascus Road but he 
was blinded during his interaction with Jesus. The moment he received 

his sight back, he got up and was baptised. 

Conclusion 

Do not delay if you have not yet been baptised in water. 

It is a very exciting step in your Christian experience which always 
brings the blessing of God. It is a triumphant confirmation that the old 
life has truly passed away and has been replaced by a new, satisfying, 

everlasting life.  
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(2 Corinthians 5:17; John 1:12- 13; John 4:13-14). You will declare to 
everyone that sin no longer has a hold over your life and that you mean 

business with God! -Romans 6:11-14 

 

It	is	surely	a	significant	moment	in	your	spiritual	development!	
	
	

 


