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THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
 
The Kingdom of God is a major subject throughout the Bible, and it is 
really important for us to get a good grasp of this particular subject. 
 
 Mark 1:14-15 (NIV) 

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the 
good news of God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God 
has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” 

 
Right from the very beginning when Jesus came and announced what He was 
going to be doing, He started talking about the kingdom, The Kingdom of 
God. And He said: “Repent, for the Kingdom is near.” 
 
This very concept tells us that repentance is essential for us to experience the 
Kingdom. It is important for us to understand when we look back from the Old 
Testament into the New Testament, that people had a concept of the Kingdom. 
Their concept, especially during Jesus’ time, caused them to misunderstand 
what Jesus was actually saying.   
 
Some people thought that Jesus was initially coming to establish a physical 
Kingdom on earth. So many of the disciples believed that they were going to 
be part of this new kingdom.  We see this throughout the bible until Jesus was 
arrested. They were very surprised that Jesus was actually crucified, because 
they were convinced that Jesus was going to establish Himself as an earthly 
King. They would have been high advisers of the King. Even the disciples, who 
were with Jesus for three years, misunderstood the Kingdom.   
 
But it is essential for us to try to fully understand what it means and there is a 
number of reasons for that. In the book of Matthew, Jesus teaches His disciples 
to pray and this is what He says: 
 
 Matthew 6:10 (NIV) 

10 your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 

 
Jesus says here that when they pray, they should pray that God’s Kingdom 
would come on earth as it is in Heaven. 
That gives us an idea to what this Kingdom actually mean. 
 
It forces us to ask these questions:  

• What is God’s Kingdom?  
• What is it like and what is the meaning even of the word Kingdom? 

 



 

 

 Matthew 6:31-33 (NIV) 
31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ 
or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and 
your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 
as well. 

 
This is a very famous passage in the bible, and we should all try to memorize 
it. This is one of the most amazing promises! If you seek God’s Kingdom, then 
you will get all these things. But if you seek all these things, you will end up 
missing out on the Kingdom. 
 
It says: “Seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all 
these things will be given to you as well.” 
 
It is critical for us to understand what God is talking about when He is talking 
about The Kingdom of God. 
 
 
In the New Testament the word Kingdom is used 162 times. There are 5 things 
that are really important for us to grasp if we are to understand the Kingdom 
of God: 
 

1. The Kingdom has a King.   
In the Old Testament that King is God and in the New Testament that 
King is Jesus.   
 

2. A Kingdom is where a King’s rule is established. 
This is where He also has authority, dominion and people who are 
subject to Him, where He is Lord.  For us to become part of His Kingdom, 
like it says in the book of Colossians, we come out of the kingdom of 
darkness and we get transferred into the Kingdom of God through 
redemption. 
 
Many times, people might think they are their own king, but that is not 
true. We are either in the kingdom of darkness or in the Kingdom of 
Jesus. We cannot be our own king; it is a lie.  We cannot be taken out of 
the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of ourselves. We want to be 
free from our sin, but we struggle to be ruled by God. That might be a 
struggle for many of us as we struggle to be ruled or submit.  
 
Paul uses a fascinating illustration in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20. Slaves in 
Roman times were not allowed to buy their own freedom. So to buy their 
freedom so would give the money they earned to the pagan temple and 
then the temple would buy their freedom.  They were then “free”, but 
not really free. Paul uses that very illustration to describe what happens 
to us – we are purchased from slavery to Satan, but we actually have 
become slaves to God. We never belong to ourselves.  We either belong 



 

 

to Satan or we belong to God. It is essential for us to understand this 
fully in our minds as well as in our hearts.   
 
If God asks us to do something, we can’t say No, Lord. Because if we say 
no, then He is not Lord to us. Wherever His Lordship is, there is His 
Kingdom. If we are part of His Kingdom, we have to be submitted to His 
Will and His Lordship.  Yes Lord, I am a slave to you, freely. 
 

3. The Kingdom always has people.  
In the Old Testament God’s people was the Israelites. Now we 
understand that God’s people are the Church and God is in Covenant 
with His people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation. When we give our 
lives to Jesus, our allegiance goes from our country for instance (South 
Africa) to Jesus. Yes, I am a South African, but I am a Christian way 
before I am a South African. Tribalism or Nationalism has no place in the 
Kingdom of God.  There is no specific country in the world that is God’s 
chosen people. God has a special plan for His Church and that includes 
all people who are redeemed.   

 
4. The Kingdom has Law/rules. 

His people must follow His law. 
 

5. The Kingdom has a culture. 
Jesus said to pray “God’s Kingdom come on earth as it is in Heaven”, so 
we are supposed to work towards extending God’s Kingdom on earth. 
One day He will come back and establish His Kingdom fully on earth, and 
in the meantime, we have to make sure that our lives are submitted to 
Him. That our homes, communities and businesses are submitted to Him 
and that way we are getting His Kingdom established on earth and bring 
glory to Him. One of the ways we do this is by living out our lives 
according to His values. This creates a Kingdom culture. His Kingdoms 
culture is generous, encouraging, full of hope and were every person is 
valued. His people work hard, give their best as an act of worship and do 
everything with integrity.  

 
What is God’s Will? 
God’s will for people is to come to know Him, to submit to Him, but also for 
people to live and experience the life that He has called them to.  Which is a 
life full of joy, peace and happiness. 
 
Even if we are going about doing good in the name of God and healing people 
and bringing medicine, health and education to poor communities in Zambia – 
are we doing Kingdom work? Absolutely. Are we bringing His will to those 
communities by uplifting them? Absolutely. Because we want to bring His 
Kingdom on earth as it is in Heaven. 
 
We want to establish God’s Kingdom on earth primarily first in our hearts by 
submitting to Him, by being redeemed, helping people get 



 

 

transferred/delivered from the kingdom of darkness to the Kingdom of light. 
But we also establish the Kingdom by getting the world to experience His will, 
and His will is good and pleasing and perfect. By doing good and changing our 
world into a better place that would more glorify God, establishing His rule and 
His culture. 
 
God’s Kingdom starts in our hearts, but it has an effect in our world.  
 
 

Luke 17:20-21 (NIV)  
20 Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God 
would come, Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not 
something that can be observed, 21 nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or 
‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is in your midst.” 

 
Here Jesus is telling the Pharisees that the Kingdom of God is within God’s 
people (although not within the Pharisees, Jesus was talking to them as they 
did not understand). The Greek work here “within you” is the word entos also 
meaning in the midst of you – meaning I am here, standing here with you. 
When you have me, you will have the Kingdom, when you don’t have me, you 
won’t have the Kingdom.  
 
All these principles are so important to understand. They affect the way we 
disciple other people and the way we communicate the gospel.  
 
We can never let it come across that you can give your life to Jesus and then 
become your own king. You give your life to Jesus, so that you completely give 
your whole life over to Him and follow Him even when it is not convenient or 
easy.  
 
Being fully submitted to Him. Jesus becomes ultimate Lord over my life. God’s 
Kingdom first has to come into my heart before it can come into my life and 
into my world. 
 
If it happens in our hearts, it will happen in our lives and world. That is why it 
says in Matthew 6:33 “seek first my Kingdom and then all these things will 
happen”. 
 
God calls us ambassadors and we have to extend His Kingdom and we do that 
by first leading people to Christ. God also wants His Kingdom on earth as it is 
in Heaven and that means His will on earth – we have to make earth like 
Heaven as much as we can, make it better. Our responsibility as Christians is 
to make the world a better place, it is part of our mandate, part of God’s plan 
for our life. We do believe that God wants us to extend His Kingdoms reign 
here on earth, so more and more aspects of this world are submitted to His 
Lordship.  The glory of a King is seen in the size and the health of His 
Kingdom.  We can bring glory to God by extending His Kingdom and by making 
it healthy. 


