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ARE GOD’S PROMISES IN THE BIBLE STILL TRUE FOR US 
TODAY? 
 
The Bible is the inspired Word of God. 
 

2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV) 
 
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness…” 

 
Although the Bible was written by men, it was authored by God. 
 

2 Timothy 2:15 (NIV) 
 
“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who 
does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of 
truth.” 

 
We have a responsibility to make sure that we are not only able to 
understand the Bible but also interpret it and explain it to others. 
 
The biggest danger to the early church was not persecution, but leaders 
with incorrect motives that used the Bible to deceive immature Christians. 
It is no different today. 
 

2 Timothy 4:1-4 (NIV) 
 
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and 
the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this 
charge: 2 Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; 
correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful 
instruction. 3 For the time will come when people will not put up with 
sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather 
around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching 
ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and 
turn aside to myths. 
 

When we study the Bible there are two main approaches that are both 
helpful and needed. 
 
The most well-known approach is Systematic Theology. 
 
The name describes what it is. It is a highly organised topical approach to 
the Bible. It attempts to take an overview of the Bible and separate all 
the verses that talk about various subjects into a system. An example 
would be sin. 



Collect all the verses that talk about salvation, and then using them 
systematically to come up with a doctrine on salvation. 
This approach enables us to make statements like the following: 
•   The Bible says that everyone who believes in Jesus Christ will be saved. 
•   The Bible says that Jesus Christ is the only way to God. 
 
The second approach is Biblical Theology. 
 
Biblical theology focuses on the individual authors and the development of 
a particular doctrine through the Bible. It takes into account that each 
book was written by a different person, at a different time to a different 
audience. It seeks to understand what was meant by the author and what 
was understood by the intended hearers at that time. It takes into 
account the meta-narratives (main stories) of the Bible and God’s overall 
plan for humanity. 
 
Over the next few weeks, we will be using both of these approaches to 
take a closer look, to see why we believe what we believe. 
 

_____ 
 
 

Let's take a closer look at the promises found in the Bible, and how they 
apply to us today. 
 
Let us take a look at a well-known, often quoted verse in the Bible. 
 

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) 
 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

 
This is an incredible promise given by God through Jeremiah to the 
Israelites while they were in captivity. Like all verses in the Bible, it is 
very dangerous to take a verse out of its context and assume it's for us. 
If we did that with all verses, we would be very confused. An example of 
this would be in the previous chapter: 
 

Jeremiah 28:16 (NIV) 
 
Therefore, this is what the Lord says: ‘I am about to remove you from the 
face of the earth. This very year you are going to die, because you have 
preached rebellion against the Lord.’” 

 
Personally, I don’t find myself quoting this particular verse very often. 
 
So, which is true for us today? Neither, because they were written a long 
time ago to a specific audience or only the good ones? 



 
Let us take a step back and look at our approach to studying the Bible. 
 
The Bible is written by individuals but authored by God. It contains 66 
books, 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament. It was 
written over a period of 1600 years in 3 different languages, Hebrew, 
Greek and Aramaic (Daniel and Ezra and most likely some of the 
manuscripts used by Matthew and Luke).  
 
Because God authored it and it’s not a random collection of writings, the 
more one studies it the more amazed one is. The Bible describes itself as 
being alive and active. 
 

Hebrews 4:12, (NIV) 
 
"For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double edged 
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and 
marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart." 

 
The Logos is the written word of God. This is what we are looking at now 
and learning to interpret it correctly. 
 
Then we also have the Rhema word of God. This is when God directly 
speaks to an individual. This can sometimes happen through God 
speaking directly into your heart or sometimes when a verse or passage 
in the Bible comes alive to you and one knows God is speaking directly to 
you.  
 
For Marinette and I, this has happened quite often. One memorable 
occasion was when we first moved up to Zambia as missionaries. We 
were a young married couple, living in a high Malaria area. We wanted to 
have kids, but we were concerned about Malaria. At that time, Marinette 
was reading through the book of Psalms. 
 

Psalm 91:5-7 (NIV) 
 
5 “You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day,6 nor 
the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at 
midday. 7 A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right 
hand, but it will not come near you.” 

 
We felt very specifically that God was speaking to us (Rhema word) that 
we would be supernaturally protected from Malaria. 
 
For the ten years that we lived in Zambia, none of us, nor any of our 
missionaries or volunteers contracted Malaria during that time. Our team 
in Zambia continues to experience the same supernatural protection. You 



need to go to Western Zambia to fully realise what an absolute miracle 
this is. 
But does this necessarily mean that Christians everywhere won’t contract 
Malaria? This was God specifically speaking to Marinette and I, with a 
Rhema word, that was a promise for us. 
 
How does this then relate to Jeremiah 29:11? 
Let’s continue with our study. 
 
The Logos, written Word of God reveals God, His nature, His ways, His 
provision, His love for us and His overall plan for humanity. These are 
revealed through the main meta-narrative (overarching story) of the 
Bible. God created the universe and everything in it. He did this to have a 
relationship with humanity, the pinnacle of His creation. 
 
However, man rebelled against God. God, being a just God that cannot let 
the guilty go unpunished was forced to pronounce a judgement not only 
on Adam and Eve, but all over humanity. This judgement included 
separation from God, suffering and eventual death. Since this moment, 
God has had a mission. The term “Missio Dei" is a theological term used 
to describe the mission of God. God is on a mission to seek and save the 
lost. God does not want anyone to be lost. God is on a mission to form a 
people, a holy people, through whom He can bless the whole world and 
offer His redemption to everyone, with the hope that all will turn to Him 
and become His children. God wants to give as many people as possible a 
chance to accept this free gift of salvation. He will come back to take all 
those that have accepted this gift, offered through Jesus into an incredible 
eternal life. Those that do not repent and accept His offer of 
forgiveness will be eternally separated from God and all that is good. 
 
The above is a very broad outline of the meta-narrative of the 
Bible. 
 
There are many smaller narratives throughout the Bible, along with 
statements that both give more clarity and detail to this one overarching 
story. 
 
What is amazing is that, although the Bible was written over a period of 
1600 years, by 44 different writers, this one story, the mission of God is 
masterfully explained in great detail both with the larger meta-narrative 
and all the smaller stories and statements saying the same thing over and 
over again. 
 
One of these is the story of Abraham. 
 
 
 



Genesis 12:1-3 (NIV) 
 
1 “The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and 
your father’s household to the land I will show you. 2 “I will make you 
into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, 
and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and 
whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you.” 
 

I love this passage because it clearly clarifies God’s plan. God wants to 
bless the whole world. 
 
This is important to know that God wants to bless all people. As the story 
progresses, we see this story unfold initially to the Israelite nation, and 
ultimately through Jesus and the Church. 
 
There are many promises like this in the Old Testament. There are also 
many in the New Testament. 
 

John 15:5-8 (NIV) 
 
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in 
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If 
you do not remain in me; you are like a branch that is thrown away and 
withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 
7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, 
that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” 

 
This is incredible! Jesus is speaking to His disciples. But is this passage 
true for us too? I believe it is! All of God’s promises have two parts to 
them. The promises are sometimes called the ‘top line’, and the 
conditions are sometimes called the ‘bottom line’. Here, the ‘top line’ says 
ask and it will be done, the ‘bottom line’ however states, if we remain in 
Him. 
 
Let’s look at some other promises: 
 

2 Peter 1:4-5 (NLT) 
 
“And because of his glory and excellence, he has given us great and 
precious promises. These are the promises that enable you to share 
his divine nature and escape the world’s corruption caused by human 
desires. In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s 
promises.” 
 

Here, the ‘top line’ is that God has given us great promises, the ‘bottom 
line’ is the condition to this is that we must make every effort to respond 



to the promises. We do this by reading them, reminding ourselves of 
them and building our faith through them. 
 
 
Here are some more amazing promises in the New Testament: 
 
God promises peace. 
“And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:7 NIV) 
 
God promises to protect you. 
“This I declare about the LORD: He alone is my refuge, my place of 
safety; he is my God, and I trust him.” (Psalm 91:2 NLT) 
 
God promises freedom from sin. 
“But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.” (1 John 1:9 NLT) 
“So, if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” (John 8:36 ESV) 
 
God promises that nothing can separate you from Him. 
“For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39 ESV) 
 
God promises to strengthen you. 
“For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every 
family in heaven and on earth is named, that according to the riches of 
his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his 
Spirit in your inner being.” (Ephesians 3:14-16 ESV) 
 
God promises to give you rest. 
“Then Jesus said, ‘Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach 
you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you is 
light.’” (Matthew 11:28-30 NLT) 
 
God promises to provide all our needs. 
“And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from 
his glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus.” 
(Philippians 4:19 NLT) 
 
God promises to answer your prayers. 
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you.” (Matthew 7:7 ESV) 
 
God promises to work everything out for your good. 
“And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of 
those who love God and are called according to his purpose for 
them.” (Romans 8:28 NLT) 



God promises to be with you 
“I will not fail you or abandon you. This is my command—be strong and 
courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:5, 9NLT) 
 
God promises you everlasting life. 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16 ESV) 
 
One of my favourite passages in the New Testament is found in 2  
Corinthians. 
 

2 Corinthians 1:20-22 (NIV) 
 
20 “For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in 
Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of 
God. 21 Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. 
He anointed us, 22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his 
Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.” 

 
 
There are over 3,000 promises in the Bible. They are ALL yes for those 
who are in Jesus. However, that is the ‘top line’. The ‘bottom line’ is found 
in the rest of the verse where it says we need to say “Amen” to it. We 
need to declare that it’s true.  
 
2 Corinthians 1:22 tells us that we have the Holy Spirit inside of us, 
guaranteeing that these promises will come true. 
What this does not say is that all of these promises will come true on this 
side of Heaven. We need to pray and believe that they will, however God 
did tell us that we would have trouble while on earth, but with God, we 
know that the best is yet to come. All His promises are true and all of 
them will ultimately be fulfilled in Heaven. 
 
So, let’s go back to Jeremiah 29:11, but this time, let’s read until vs 14: 
 

Jeremiah 29:11-14 (NIV) 
 
11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will 
listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all 
your heart. 14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring 
you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places 
where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back 
to the place from which I carried you into exile.” 

 
This talks about God’s great plan for the Israelites, and how if they seek 
God, He will redeem and restore them. Is this true for us? Does it fit into 
the metanarrative of the Bible? Does it line up with God’s overall plan for 



humanity?  Absolutely! This was meant for the Israelites at that time, but 
it’s absolutely true for use today! 
 
However, we will only experience this if we apply the ‘bottom line’ found 
in Jeremiah 29:12-14. We need to seek Him with all our heart, we need 
to be in Christ, and we need to say “Amen” to this promise over our lives. 
It’s true for all of us because it contains a promise, that if your life is a 
mess, seek Him and He will bring you out of captivity into a full life, an 
abundant life. We start to experience this life while here on earth, but in 
Heaven everything will be ultimately fulfilled. 
 

John 10:10 (CSV) 
 
“I have come so that they may have life and have it in abundance.” 


