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THE KINGDOM OF DARKNESS AND THE KINGDOM OF LIGHT.  
  

If you only use the systematic method (see Bible Study Notes for 12 May 
2020) to study the Bible, you can be led astray and become confused. If you 
only place importance and emphasis on individual verses, it gets difficult to 
understand what it actually means. The meta-narrative (see Bible Study 
Notes for 12 May 2020) helps us to understand the smaller, more 
complicated stories and where they fit in. 
  

In Biblical studies, ‘Sitz im Leben' is a German phrase roughly translating 
to "setting in life". It stands for the context in which a text, or object, has 
been created and its function and purpose at that specific time. 
  
It’s important for us to look at the context of the passage. Why it was 
written, to whom it was written, when it was written, what the writer 
intended and how the initial recipients understood it. This is critical. 
  
Together with this, when reading the Bible, we need to understand who God 
is. 
In the beginning, there was nothing and then God made it all. These 
statements help us to realize that God is omnipotent. 
  
Omnipotent means to be all powerful, that there is no power other than 
God’s power, God holds all things together in his hands. 
Colossians 1 tells us everything is made by God and for God. 
  

______ 
  

Zoroastrianism 
  
This is the belief that there’s a good god and a bad god. When you do good 
you are fighting for the good god, vice versa. One day the good god will 
defeat the evil god and then everyone who fought on the side of the good 
will be rewarded. Sound slightly familiar? 
  
The Israelites rebelled against God and God allowed them to be taken 
captive, in Babylon (nowadays Iraq and Iran). The dominant religion in that 
part of the world during this time was Zoroastrianism. This religion continued 
after even after the Jews were freed. However, Judaism influenced 



Zoroastrianism this was mainly through the influence of people like Daniel. 
The Magi, wisemen were also believed to have followed Zoroastrianism, and 
because of the influence of Judaism(via Daniel and others), came to seek the 
King of the Jews. 
  
After Jesus death and resurrection, Christianity spread rapidly and became 
the dominant religion of the Roman World by about 300 years after Jesus. 
Assyria was part of the Roman World and when they were forced to become 
Christians in 323, they brought Zoroastrianism into the church. Synchronism 
(the merging of different religions) took place during this time with e 
merging of so0me of the Roman and Greek beliefs into Christianity. That’s 
when Mary and some of the early church leaders become elevated in the 
newly formed Roman Catholic Church. This was when Zoroastrianism, 
started to also elevate Satan with the idea that Satan and God are somehow 
in a fight and that God was only a little bit stronger that Satan. However, 
that is not what the Bible says. 
  
  
1 Samuel 16:14-16 (NIV) 
14 Now the Spirit of the Lord had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from 
the Lord tormented him. 15 Saul’s attendants said to him, “See, an evil spirit 
from God is tormenting you. 16 Let our lord command his servants here to 
search for someone who can play the lyre. He will play when the evil spirit 
from God comes on you, and you will feel better.” 
  
1 Kings 22:19-23 (NIV) 
19 Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of the Lord: I saw 

the Lord sitting on his throne with all the multitudes of heaven 
standing around him on his right and on his left. 20 And 
the Lord said, ‘Who will entice Ahab into attacking Ramoth Gilead 
and going to his death there?’ “One suggested this, and another 
that. 21 Finally, a spirit came forward, stood before the Lord and 
said, ‘I will entice him.’ 22 “‘By what means?’ the Lord asked. “‘I will 
go out and be a deceiving spirit in the mouths of all his prophets,’ he 
said. “‘You will succeed in enticing him,’ said the Lord. ‘Go and do it.’ 
23 “So now the Lord has put a deceiving spirit in the mouths of all 
these prophets of yours. The Lord has decreed disaster for you.” 

  
An evil spirit, a deceiving spirit, sent by God to torment Saul and deceive 
Ahab. 
  
When we read the bible, we need to understand the whole story and what is 
actually happening. 



  
In Job chapter, 1 it is made clear that Satan has to come and give a report 
to God. 
  
Throughout the Bible, God is all omnipotent. That all power belongs to Him, 
that there is no power other than God’s power. 
  
With the story of the Israelites, at one point they started to rebel against 
God and in their rebellion, God said he’s going to raise up Assyria to bring 
punishment on Israel. God raised up evil enemies of Israel because they 
were in rebellion to God. We see the same thing true for us. 
God raised up Assyria to bring judgement on Israel (Hosea 8), in the same 
way God uses Satan to bring about God’s judgement on humanity. 
  
In Genesis Adam and Eve rebel against God and He places a curse on 
them and all of humanity. This curse is suffering, separation from God, 
and death. God has empowered Satan to bring God’s judgement on fallen 
humanity. 
  
When we look at the Passover in Exodus, we see that God said He is going 
to judge Egypt and He is going strike down the first born (Exodus 
12:12). He said that His people, the people of God, should sacrifice a lamb 
and put the blood of the lamb on their door post. Then when the angel of 
death/destroyer passes over Egypt(Exodus 12:23), it will pass over the 
houses with the blood. 
In the next verse however, he says but when I pass over Egypt, I will not 
strike down the houses with the blood on. 
So, which is it? 
The Angel of Death/Destroyer or God? 
  
It is God but He carries out the judgement on Egypt via the Destroyer. God 
has empowered the Destroyer to bring about judgement on Egypt. 
  
That’s why the Bible tells us that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of all 
wisdom. When we fully understand who God is, that it’s actually God who 
brings about judgement and suffering for those in rebellion, but when we are 
in the right relationship with Him, then we don’t have to fear. 
  
  
  
  
  
  



With that in mind let’s look at the New testament. 
  
Colossians 1:13-14 (NIV) 
13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into 

the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

  
  
In the King James Version, the word “delivered” is used. It is the only time in 

the New Testament, that I can find, that the word deliverance is 
used. 

  
Deliverance – going from one place to another. 
  
That’s exactly what happens when we give our lives to God. Spiritually we go 
from the dominion of darkness to God’s Kingdom. We go from one place to 
another. 
  
Imagine a prison with and evil Warden and his guards and they have the 
authority to carry out judgement on all of the prisoners as they see fit. 
Authority to make them suffer and to kill them. However, the righteous 
judge who sent everyone to prison, because they deserved it, then sends his 
son to prison to suffer and die on behalf of all the prisoners, to pay the price 
for them. 
  
That’s exactly what Jesus did. Jesus came down to earth (our prison, where 
Satan had authority over us), suffered and died and paid the price for us and 
all those who accept Him as their Lord and Savior are then released from 
prison. We are then taken out of the dominion of darkness where Satan (the 
warden) has authority, into the Kingdom of God. We are no longer in a 
prison, we are free! 
  
So, do we have to fear Satan as Christians? Absolutely not! Can he touch 
us? Can he curse us? Can a Satanist curse us? NO. 
  
If we look in the book of Numbers 22-24, Balak, a Moabite King summoned 
and Balaam, a very powerful witchdoctor/sorcerer. He Balaam lots of money 
to curse the Israelites.  After three failed attempts, the sorcerer the realize 
that what God is has said is blessed cannot cursed. 
  
Balaam then advised Balak, that the only way to destroy the Isrealites was 
to entice them into sin and thus remove God’s favor from them (Numbers 25 
and Revelations 2:14) 



  
This truth has a profound impact on us. 
We don’t have to fear Satan or break curses because we have gone from the 
dominion of darkness into the kingdom of light. However we do need to 
continue in faith and right living. 
  
Nowhere in the entire Bible, do we see that anyone else accept God can 
place a curse. Satan has the authority to affect a curse that God has already 
placed over humanity. But Satan does not have the authority to curse, he 
can only fulfill a curse God has already placed on humanity. 
  
When the curse is removed from us, Satan cannot touch us. We are 
completely set free. The old has gone, the new has come. We are washed 
cleaned. Satan has no authority over us. 
  
What does that mean for me and you? What does it mean for our walk with 
God? 
  
If you’re in the right relationship with God, you are not cursed, you are 
blessed. If you’re not right with God, then you can be cursed. Jesus took all 
of our curses onto him when He was crucified. God has pronounced a 
blessing on us. God brings us into incredible freedom. We get adopted as His 
sons and daughters, children of the King. 
  
It’s so important that we read the whole story need to read the whole story 
to understand what is going on. 
  
When we continue reading the book of Colossians, it speaks about the deity 
of Christ. It actually says what Jesus did, when He died on the cross. He 
defeated Satan completely, stripped him of his power and parading him in 
His triumph (Colossians 2:15) 
  
I love the way this passage is written to describe Satan. 
  
Isaiah 14:12-14 (NIV) 
12 How you have fallen from heaven,  

    morning star, son of the dawn!  
You have been cast down to the earth, 

    you who once laid low the nations! 
13 You said in your heart, 
    “I will ascend to the heavens; 
I will raise my throne 
    above the stars of God; 



[if !supportLineBreakNewLine] 
[endif] 
I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, 
    on the utmost heights of Mount Zaphon. 
14 I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; 
    I will make myself like the Most High.” 
  
Here it talks about an arrogant angel that wants to make himself like God. In 

Luke, Jesus describes seeing Satan fall like lightning. The rebellion 
was over in split seconds. There never was a battle. Even before 
Jesus came. 

  
Isaiah 14:15-16 (NIV) 
But you are brought down to the realm of the dead, 
    to the depths of the pit. 
16 Those who see you stare at you, 
    they ponder your fate: 
“Is this the man who shook the earth 
    and made kingdoms tremble, 
  
When we get to heaven, we will see Satan for who he really is, and we’ll be 
surprised! We won’t be able to believe that we were actually scared of him. 
The witches handbook is called The Book of Shadows and that’s exactly what 
Satan reveals himself as, a shadow. The thing about shadows is that they 
always appear larger than they really are and it’s exactly the same with 
Satan. 
When we get to heaven and actually see how small Satan is, we’ll laugh. The 
only power Satan has is the power of a lie, and he does everything he can to 
seduce us into sin. This is the only way he can remove Gods favor from our 
lives. 
  
The Bible tells us if we know the truth, the truth will set us free. When we 
know who Satan really is, not who he wants us to believe we he is, we will 
sleep well, knowing we are not cursed but blessed. Knowing that God has 
given us all that we need to succeed and to step into the future God has 
prepared for us. 
  
  
 


